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To the Right Honourable 


THOMAS 
Earl of Stamford. 


My Lo Rp, 
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8 8 Apologies for prefixing your Lord- 
7,3 "Ee iy Name to am Work of mine, yet 


— 


1 — are agreeable to ul the Honour 
of your Character. *Tis writ in memory of 4 
Revolution, in which your Lordſhip had 4 
greater ſhare, than ſeveral who got more by 
it. *Tis alſo in the ſervice of the Government 
we are now under, the Intereſt of which has 
been ſo much the Concern of your Lordſhip, at 4 
time when ſome, who are rewarded for what o- 
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the Occaſion and Subject of the fol- 


"Iv The DEDICATION. 
ters did, thought it the wiſeſt way to hold their 
peace. In this Diſcourſe your Lodſhip will ſee 
what ſort of Men you have contended with, Such 
as theſe you bravely  oppos'd through a Long 
Reign of Laſt and Falſhood ; and this drew 
the Reſentment of a Popiſh Prince pon jou: 
And it ought to be remember d, that the Cauſe 
which you pleaded in Parliament, made you 
not afraid of the Tower. 
Tour Lordſhip has happily out- livd one Flou- 
Tiſh of Popery, and you have lately done your 
utmoſt to prevent the Dangers of another. 

As this ts becoming your High Birth, and uni- 
form Zeal for the Liberties of your native Coun- 
try; ſo I muſt obſerve, that in your Lordſhip 
this Spirit comes by Lineal Deſcent. *Tis wor- 
thy of a Son to the truly Noble Thomas Lord 

Grey of Grooby, who willingly offer'd him- 
ſelf among the People, for the avenging of 
N Jſraet. | | 
* 125 your Lordſhip 77 the proper 
1 Fruits of your Care and Steddineſs; and, in 
3 Another World, be admitted to tlie great Re- 
compence of Reward, is the 2 e 


1 | My Loxop, 

IF London, Nov. BH | 

9. 1717. Jour Lordſbip's moſt Obedient 
And moſt Faithful Servant, 
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6 Thomas Bradbury. 
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The Epiſtle of Jup, Ver. 11. 
Wo unto them, for they have gone in the way 
of Cain, and ran greedily after the Er- 


ror of Balaam for 4 reward, and pe- 
riſhed in the gainſaying of Core. 


WHERE are ſeveral Paſſages in the ſe- 


the very words that Jude makes uſe of; 
which let us ſee how the degenerate 
' Temper of ſuch as profeſſed Chriſtiani- 
ty, in thoſe days, lay open to the Obſervation; 
and. Sorrow of every one who had a pity for 
that worthy 6" by which they were called. Both 
theſe Wri ive us the ſame deſcription 
filthy dreamers, the defile the fleſh, deſpiſe dominion, 
and ſpeak evil of dignities; d braognyior, they 
blaſpheme the Glories, as it may be traillated : 

And if it bad been fo, we ſhould have found it 
hard to interpret that noble Title of the heathen- 
iſh Governours. *Tis harſh upon any honeſt Ear 
to ſay, that God hath given the name of Glories 


to Tyrants and Infidels, who bave done all the miſ- . - - 


chief they could to his People, and are the moſt 


3 Enemies of his Goſpel. Nor does it 
B often 
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'cond Epiſtle of Peter, where you find. © 
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The Primitive Tories. 


often fall in with the Character of the Sinners we 
read of here, that they are uneaſy with wicked 
Rulers : No, you will uſually find, that no People 
boaſted more of their Loyalty than ſuch as come 
2 Pet. i. within the fad accounts which are given; They 
13, 14 count it Neaſure to riot in the day- time; ſpots are they 
and blemiſhes, ſporting themſelves with their own de- 
cervings, having eyes full of adultery, and that can- 

not ceaſe from ſin, beguiling unſtable Souls : Theſe 

ſpeak great ſwelling words of vanity, having mens 

perſons in admiration becauſe of advantage. But the 

Glories they are not afraid to ſpeak evil of, are either 

2 Cor, viii, the People of God, who are call'd the Glory of Chriſt ; 
23. or the Graces of the holy Spirit, which they op- 
poſe in themſelves, and ridicule in others; or 

the diviae Inſtitutions of the Goſpel, which they 

defile, having polluted the Table of the Lord, and 

Mal. i. 12. counted the Fruit of it contemptible, giving that which 
Mat. vii. 6. is holy to Dogs: admitting Men at large without 
any Character. This is foretold as the great abo- 
mination in the New Teſtament, which a vile 

Ezek. xliv. Set of Prieſts would be guilty of; Te have brought 
7; into my Sanctuary ſtrangers uncircumcis'd in heart, 
Mp and uncircumcis'd in fleſh, to be in my Sanctuary, to 
pollute it; even my houſe, where ye offer my bread, the 
fat and the blood : and they have broken my Covenant, 
becauſe of all your abominations. Theſe are the 
Glories which they blaſpheme. He purſues the vile 
CharaQter of thoſe Men, upon the head of that 
/ Fury and Folly with which they carry on their 
Ver. 10. Affairs; Theſe ſpeak evil of thoſe things which they 
know not, but what they know naturally as brute Beaſts, 

in thoſe things they corrupt themſelves. And to let 

us ſee that Wickedneſs hath been always the ſame, 

he gives us out of Antiquity three Precedents of 

Ver. 11. this Faction. We unte them, for they have gone in the 
way of Cain, they ran grecdily after the error of Ba- 

laam for 4 remard, and periſhed in the ga of 
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The Primitive Tories. 
Core. Peter brings in only one of theſe, tho with 
ſome more inlargement than you have in my Text; _. 
They have forgotten the right way, and are gone ech. 2 Epiſt. 


following the way of Balaam the Son of Boſor, w 

loved the wages of unrighteouſneſs. But our Apoſtle 
traceth their deſcent much higher: The Ori- 
ginal of the Party was Cain, the primitive Murde- 
rer; next to him they take example from an Ido- 
later, and a dealer in familiar Spirits: and their 
laſt Predeceſſors here mentioned are a rebellious 
Crew among the Jews, whom God warn'd in vain, 
till the Earth engag'd in the quarrel of Heaven, 
and upon the opening of her Mouth turn'd all the 


noiſes of Mutiny into thoſe of Yelling. Tho the 
Names of theſe Men ſtand condemn'd in the Bi- 
ble, yet the things they were guilty of are re- 


viv'd and admir'd. There is in our day a Party 


that exclaim againſt the very Sinners they imitate: 


In them we find the Cruelty of Cain, the Treache- 
ry of Balaam, the eccleſiaſtical laſolence of Cora, 


i. e. as we are told, they are Murmurers, Complain- 


ert, and walking after their own Luſts. It is of fo 
much importance to take notice of what theſe 
Men are doing, that one of the oldeſt Prophecies 
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in the World refers to them; for Enoch the ſe. Ver. 14, 4 


venth from Adam propheſy d of theſe, ſaying, Behold 13. 


the Lord comes with ten thouſand of his Saints, to exc= 
cute Fudgment upon all, and to convince all that are 
ungodly among them of all their ungodly Deeds which 
they bave committed, and of all the hard Speeches 
which ungodly Sinners have ſpoken againſt him. 

1 ſhall, coafider the Methods that every one 
knows they purſue under thoſe three Originals, 
that are here given ns. The remark upon them 


is introduced in a very diſmal way, Wo unto them; 


which may be underſtood either as a W:ſh or a Sen- 
tence: It js the deſire of an oppreſſed People, a- 


gainſt thoſe who have no knowledge of God, but eat Plal.xiy.4, 


B A up 


Jam. v. 4. up the innocent as they eat Pread; and their Prayers 
will come up into the ears of the Lord God of Sa- 
| Luke xviii. „th. Will he not avenge his own Elect which cry 
1 unto him day and night ? yes, he will avenge them 
| ſpeedily. Or it is a Prophecy of thoſe Woes that 
ſhall come upon them: and 1 ſee no danger in com- 
prehending both theſe Interpretations, that -the 
Words tell us what good People would have, and 
what their. Redeemer will do. Their Language 
| Pf, cxxxvii. is, Remember, Lord, the Children of Edom, who in the 
7. day of Jeruſalem ſaid, Raſe, raſe it even to the Fun- 
Ver. 8. ations thereof. His reſolution is, O Daughter of 
8 Babylon, thou art to be deſtroy d: And when theſe 
Woes are unloaded upon the heads of them that 
blaſpheme all that's holy, and injure all that's 

good, then ſhall Glory cover the Providence, and 
Praiſes fill the Mouths of all that obſerve it; 

Nev. xi. 17, Saying, we give thanks to thee, O Lord God Almighty, 
18. who art, and waſt, and art to come, becauſe thou haſt 
taken to thy ſelf thy great power, and haſt reigned, 
and the Nations were angry, and thy Wrath 1s tome, 
and the time of the dead that they ſhould be judged 
and that thou ſhouldſt give reward unto thy Servants 

the Prophets, and to the Saints, and to them that fear 

thy Name both ſmall and great, and ſhouldſt deſtro 
them that deſtroy the Earth, The reaſon of theſe 
Woes is, that they have acted according to the 
practice of the Men whom God abhorr'd ; they 
have renewed the Pains of human Nature, and 


/ 2 8 come into the Examples of thoſe over whom the 
1 Creation groan d and travail d. In them we may ſee 
* the old Crimes of the World reviv'd and im- 


prov'd. They may call themſelves the true Church, 
as long as they pleaſe, and value the Method they 
are in from its correſpondence with Antiquity: 
But here are the Fathers from whom they deduce 
their Character. Indeed, their Way and Notions 
have been of a long ſtanding, but they are 425 
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the more venerable for. that; we can have no 
eſteem for an antient Wickedneſs, They may carry 
their Pedigree higher than the firſt Centuries of 
Chriſtianity, they are as early as the firſ# Century 
of the World, and the firſt of the Jewiſh Nation 
fr they have gone in the way of Cain, they ran 
greedily after the error of Balaam for avetvard, and 
periſbed in che gainſaying of Corah. As our Apoſtle 
gives us three Precedents out of very old Records, 
ſo you may obſerve he varies his manner of ſpeak- 
ing about them. We read firſt of the way of Cain 
ſecondly, of the error of Balaam, which is ſomes 
thing groſſer, -and more particular than the 
other: and laſtly, of the gainſaying of Core, which 
was the height of Impudence. And the Men who 
make theſe their Pattern, are ſaid to regard them 
ſeveral ways. Firſt, they go in the way of Cain, 
which ſignifies the deliberate and certain Poſition 
of their Souls; this is the road they take. Se- 
condly, they ran greedily after the error of Bas 
laam; the former word does not expreſs enough 
of that heat and violence there is in their Tem- 
pers: And Thirdly, they periſh in the gainſaying 
of Corah they hold on their Contradiction to the 
laſt breath, and go out of the World in the very 
extremity of their Wickedneſs. 


I. It's ſaid of them, that they have gone in the 
way of Cain. This is the leading Precedent. The 
Guilt left upon his Memory takes into it theſe fol» 
lowing Particulars: | 

(1.) Superſtition, 

(2:) Inf delity, 

(3.0 Envy, and 

( 4.) Perſecution. 5 

(..) The firſt of his Crimes is Superſtition, which 
is a worſhipping of God in a way that he hath not 
appointed. Cain contrived a Religion of his own 2. 


* 
* 


10 De Primitive Tories. 
He acted over again the fatal errour of his pa- 
rents, who could behold a virtue in that which 

| their Maker had forbidden. They ſaw that the Tree 

Gen. iii. 6. was good for food, that it was pleaſant to the eye, 

w and a Tree to be deſired to make one wiſe; and there- 

fore they preſs after Knowledge in their own way. 

There is a taint of this vanity in our whole Na- 

ö ture. The firſt actual wickedneſs we read of is a 

Gen. iv. 2, falſe Devotion. The Hiſtorian tells us, that he 

3,4. brought of the Fruit of the ground an offering to the 

Lord : This ſeems as agreeable to his calling, who 
was a tiller of the Ground, as Abel's was, who, being 
4 keeper of Sheep, came with the firſtlings of his 
Flock, and the fat thereof. You know, they were 
each of them commanded and accepted in the ce- 
remonial Law, which reduc'd a great many of 
theſe traditional Services into writing: But ſome 
way or other there was a failure here, for when 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks of theſe two Men, in the very 
act of their Worſhip, he looks upon the one as a 

3 Saint, and the other as a Sinner : hence it's ſaid, 

E Heb. xi. 4. that Abel offer 'd 4 more excellent Sacrifice than Cain, 

| which he obtain d witneſs that he was righteous, God 

teſtifying of his Gifts. And in another place the 

Characters are ſtill more poſitive, that Cain was of 

that wicked one, and ſlew his Brother; and wherefore 

flew he him? becauſe his own Works were evil, and his 

Brother's righteous. In the Book of Geneſis we do 

not read what the particular Abomination .was, 

but the ſucceſs of it makes it evident that ſome- 
| Gen. iv. g. thing was very wrong: To Cain, and 10 his offering, 
God had not reſpe# : Which he vindicates upan the 


'£ 


Ver. 7. rules of eternal Juſtice; If thou doſt well, ſhalt thou 

nut be accepted? and if thou doſt not well, ſin lies at 
the door. So that here was a high provocation in 
his Worſhip; ſomething that fell ſo far ſhort of 
God's Favour, that it awaken'd his Reſentment : 


And what could this be owing to, but a want of 
Coafor- 
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The Primitive Tories. 
'Conformity to the Inſtitution ? You may be _ 
with the Promiſe that was given after the Fa 
they had the Laws of Religion : With the womb of 
the Morning he reveal'd the beauties of Holineſs. : 
He that had let them know there _ hope of 1 
Mercy, would throw in the other diſcovery, and tell "oF 
them what he requir'd of them: Keeping cloſe to : 
theſe divine Orders was, as he himſelf calls it, a 
doing well, and that would be accepted; any depar- 
ture from them was again ſetting up to be Gods, 
pretending to a knowledge of good and evil : and 4 
this Cain was guilty of. 3 
, None but God himſelf is to determine the Me- 
thods of his own Worſhip, Tho in the Jewiſh 
Religion there was ſuch a ſwarm of Ceremonies, 4 
yet they were all of his appointing. Nadab and L. x. 25 
Abibhu brought ſtrange fire before the Lord, ſuch as * 3* 
he had not commanded, and fire came out from the 
Lord to devour them : upon which Moſes makes his 
remark, This is the thing that the Lord ſpake, ſaying, 
I will be ſanttified in them that come nigh me, and be- 
fore all the People will I be glorified, By that Maxim 
raiſed upon that occaſion, you ſee that the ſancti- 
fying of God's Name is not only a making of him '' 
the Object of our Worſhip, but receiving all the "1 
Meaſures of it from his direction. Tho the Laws / 0 
which the Jews had, were call'd carnal Ordinances, Heb. xi. x, 
and their Conſtitution a worldly Sanctuary; they 14. 
conſiſte d of weak and beggarly Elements; yet Moſes is Gal. iy, 9 
order'd to form and place every Pin by a divine Ap- 5 
pointment: See (ſays he) that thou doſt all things Hebyiik 5. 
according to the Pattern ſhown thee in the Mount. . 
There was no more goodneſs and virtue in the 8 
fourteenth day of the firſt month, than there was in | T 
the fifteenth day of the eighth; all times were equal, 
till God's own [aſtitution made a difference. But 
this was the great Sin of Feroboam, that he offer'd 1Kings xii. 
pon the Altar in Bethel the fifteenth day of the eighth 33s 
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File Printitive Tories, 


manth, even the Month which he bad deviſed of his 


emn heart, and ordain'd it a Feaſt to the Children of 
Iſrael. And the complaint which God makes againſt 


ſuch Abominations, was, that he commanded them 


not, neither came they into his mind. | 
And can we think that Religion is ow put into 
the hands of Men? that they have more authortiy 


to appoint Ceremonies under the New Teſtament, 


ſecond Commandment in the Law run through all 
the proceſs of the Goſpel ? The Lord thy God is 4 


jealous God. Ought it not to be our care now, 


that we have a Kingdom that cannot be moved, to ſerve 
God acceptably ? and the Argument is the ſame that 
ever it was, for aur God is a conſuniing fire. But ta 
the want of this, muſt we impute all the Miſeries 
that have over-run. the Chriſtian World. Had 
Men carried their Authority no farther than re- 
commending the Goſpel in its ſimplicity, unex- 


plain'd and unimprov'd by any thing of their 


own, we ſhould not have groan'd under the 
weight of penal Laws; perhaps the Names of He- 
reſj and Schiſm had never been heard in the Church: 
But the unhappineſs is this, that People run into 
theſe Crimes themſelves, and then charge em upon 


others. A Heretick is one that believes what 
Chriſt never taught him; and a Schiſmatick is one 
that eſtabliſheth what Chriſt never commanded 


him. He is a Heretick that contrives a new Ar- 


Ticle of Faith. He is a Schiſmatick that impo- 
ſeth new Terms of Communion, But very often 


the penalty of theſe Sins falls upon thoſe that are 
moſt innocent. An earneſt contending for the Faith, as 
Chriſt hath left it, and as it was once deliver'd unto 


1 Tim. vi. the Saints, is Hereſy; a keeping the Commandments 
th ure and unblameable, without any Inventions of 
. Men, ſhall be Schiſm ; And thus they have gone in the 
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forming their Conceptions of God by the In- 


way of Cain 3 firſt entertaining: Fancies of their 
own, and then impoſing them upon others: 


clinations that rule in themſelves, thinking that 3 
he is altogether ſuch a one as themſelves, that be hath Plal. l. 21. 

Eyes of Fleſh, and ſeeth as Man fees : as if the De- Job x. 4. 
cency and Order. of his Worſhip had no better | | 
Rules than what muſt be taken from the Concelts "j 
of a'whimſical Prieſt. ?*Tis at this door that all _— 
Imparities have come tumbling in. Men have not = 
regarded the Scriptures as a perfect Rule of Faith 

and Manners. One Party deny it in Principle, and . 

the other deny it in Fact. They profeſs to be- 4 
lieve it, and yet will mend the perfect Rule; which, | : 
as our Saviour ſays, is making the Commandment of 


God of no effect. So that by Church-Authority.we 


are to underſtand a ſort of Supplement to the '-- 

Divine Legiſlature. They may indeed plead An- A 

tiquity for this; 'tis a Practice very early, tage, 

you ſee it was the way of Cain. * N = 
(2.) Another of that wretched Man's Crimes 

was lafidelity: by which I mean a want of re- 

gard to the Saviour of the World. He had been 

lately reveaPd to them as the Seed of the Woman, Geu. iii. 15. 


and it's very likely the firſt Courſes of Worſhip 


were Sacrifices and Offerings. That's probable - © i 


from the Clothing that our Parents had of Skins 


which they took from Creatures thus devoted to 


God. But it's more plain from Abel's Obedience; 


he brought the Firſtlings of his Flock, not as a living 

Oltering, but with the Fat thereof : And the Apo- 

ſtle calls it expreſly a Sacrifice. This was an early Heb. xi, 4. 
Reference to a Mediator, who in that reſpect had 
been the Lamb flain from the Foundation of the World. 
From the time of the Promife there could be 20 
coming to the Father, but by him; and therefore any 
Devotion that was not founded and guided thus, 
muſt be wrong, * it did not look like the 
To >," Obe- 


| 


I4 


Heb. xx. 
=: 
Ch. xii. 2. 


1 John 7. 


The Primitive Tories. 
Obedience of a Sinner. Cain was deficient here; 
perhaps his Error in bringing the Fruit of the 


Ground conſiſted in this, that there was no Re- 


preſentation of the great Atonement, as there was 
in Abel's; for we are expreſly told, that it was by 
Faith that Abel offer'd a better Sacrifice, by that 
Faith which the Apoſtle recommends to us, and for 
which he adviſeth to look unto Feſus as the Author 
and Finiſher of it, Their Worſhip and that of the 
Jews had a reſpe& to a Saviour, as one that ſhould 
come: Ours hath the ſame regard to him under 
another Circumſtance, that he hath already ap- 


pear'd. And therefore to admit any thing into 


our Devotion that was peculiar to theirs, is a vir- 
tual Denial that Chriſt TJeſirs has come in the Fleſh ; 
which is the great Mark of Autichriſt. To talk of 
Mitres, and Prieſts, and, Sacrifices, and Altars, 


and Holydays, and New Moons, was right enough 


in the Jewiſh Diſpenſation, becauſe theſe were a 
Shadow of good things to come but to continue the 


Language now, is a practical Suſpicion that this 


Eph. iii. 9. 


is not the Chriſt. We have no Prieſt but himſelf, 
no Atonement but his Merit, no Sacrifice but his 
The Popiſh Religion is not contriv?d to make 
all Men fee the Fellowſhip of the Myſtery, but rather 
to hide it. *Tis not looking to Feſus, but to other 
Interceſſors, Advocates that have their Patents 
from below ; a ſort of Church-Commiſſioners, whoſe 
Authority is ſent a hundred Years after them. 
And what a Worſhip muſt that be, that neither 
owns God for a Legiilztor, nor Chriſt for an Ad- 
vacate; that hath no Rule from the one, no De- 
pendance upon the other? Wo unto them, for they 
O20 gone in the way of Cain, It was thus that the 
Apoſtacy and Filth of our Nature began to ſhow 
it ſelf, ſlighting the Remedy that was provided 
tor it, as our Apoſtle tells us in the fourth Verſe 
ER a: 1 a V 11 
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of 
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of this Epiſtle, That certain Men have crept in un- 
aimares, who were before of old ordain'd to this Condem- 


nation; ungodly Men, turning the Grace of God into 


Laſciviouſneſs, and denying the only Lord God, and 
our Lord Feſus Chriſt. 

(3.) Another of his Crimes was Envy at a Per. 
ſon better than himſelf : becauſe the Lord had no 
reſpe&t to him, he was wroth, and his Countenance 
fell, This put an end to brotherly Love, at a 
time when it was ſo needful to maintain it. The 
Root of Bitterneſs was in his Heart before, the 
Seeds of all his Rancour and Impiety; but it was 
Superſtition, and the Baulk that follow'd it, that 
ſet them all a working. He's impatient of any 
Slur upon a Religion of bis own contriving; and 
the Favour of God to another, which he ought to 
have delighted in, is the Burden of his Soul: 
Upon this he becomes ſullen to his Maker, tho he 
is told that no Favour in Worſhip ſhould make 
him loſe his Property in the Earth; that he was 
ſtill what Eliphaz ſpeaks of, the firſt. Man that was 
born. Devotion gave no worldly Titles, nor was 
it to be the ground of any Preeminence. Abel 
by this obtain d witneſs that he was righteous, but that 
made him never the greater and nobler: he was 
ſtill no more than the ſecond Son, and God ſays 


unto Cain, Unto thee ſhall be his deſire, and thou ſhalt Gen. Iv. 75 


rule over him. He is to pay the ſame deference 
that he had done before. So that you ſee what 
early care God took, that ſpiritual Employments 


ſhould be no Advances to civil Promotions. This 


World was never contriv'd to be the Reward of 


Grace; and therefore it is the higheſt Abomina- 


tion that can be committed, for any to ſet himſelf 


15 


7 


Job xy. 7. 


above Authorities and Powers upon the account of 


a religious Character. *Tisa thing ſo groſs and diſ- 


tant from all the Inſtitutions that were ever given, 


that the Perſon who does it is call'd he Man of 
| C 2 Sin; 
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Sin; as if he ought to be known by no other name, 
and that by an Exceſs of Wickedneſs he had form'd 
his own Title. IF ; 

As | have mention'd this Paſſage [To thee ſhall 
be his defire, and thou ſhalt rule over him] you will 
pardon the Digreſſion, if I lead on your Juſtice 
and Contempt upon an Interpretation that is 
given of thoſe words, The Maintainers of Here- 
ditary Right think from this, that God hath made 
the Primogeniture ſo ſacred, that no Errors in Re- 
ligion, no Violence in Practice, are ever to hinder 
it from a Throne, Bat if Men had not ſold them- 
ſelves to talk nonſenſe, and to do evil, they would 
never have fetch'd a Concluſion of this nature from 
the Hiſtory before us. What is there in thoſe 
words to ſignify the Power of Life and Death? 
*Tis no more than what was ſaid to Eve with re- 


© Genwii.16, ſpect to Adam; Thy Deſire ſhall be to thy Huband, 


and he ſhall rule over thee, If the Superiority meant 
by theſe words ſignifies an abſolute Empire in one 
place, it muſt do ſo in the other: which is a Doc- 
trine fitter for Morocco than Great Britain; and 
ſhould make one half of the Chriſtian World abhor 
the Preachers of Paſſive Obedience, becauſe by their 
Arguments they would intail a Slavery upon a 
whole Sex at once, Beſides, it's equally falſe, that 
Cain by this had an uncontroulable Authority, 
and was bound to give no account of his Actions. 
For what they mean by Government could not be 
in his hands then, becauſe Adam was now alive, 
and lived 830 Years after. theſe things happen'd, 
And if they think that the eldeſt Son had this Pro- 
tection from his Birth, it's more than Cain thought. 
A few ſuch Teachers in his day would have made 
him eaſy enough, and not at all afraid that 'whe« 
ſoever found him would kill him. There would be 
no need of marking him, for he would have been 
in no danger. But indeed we may look upon ſuck! 
* =» | Doltrines 
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Doftrines as Cain's Mark left upon the head of a 
Tyrant: It gives the Scandal, without the Safe- 
ty; it makes him infamous, bat not ſecure. 
lt had been more to the purpoſe, if they had 
pleaded from what God ſays to Cain, that no So- 
lemnities of Worſhip- ought to be conſider'd as Po- 
litical Qualifications ; that the Concerns of Earth 
aud Heaven are to be kept aſunder; that we muſt 
not bring the Hire of a Whore and the Price of 4 
Dog into the Houſe of the Lord. Men ſhould not 
take Sacraments becauſe they are Officers, but be- 
cauſe they are Chriſtians, or think that eating the 
Body and Blood of the Lord, is any Preparation for 


eating the Bread of the Government. This had 


been à fairer Inference, but that was a Doctrine 
they were not paid for. Such Profanations- ag 
theſe are their Livelihood; the Mony they get for 
Adminiſtrations and Teſtimonials, makes them 
ſilent to one of the greateſt Impieties that ever 


was committed in the world: They eat up the Sin of Hol. iv, 8. | 


my People, and ſet their Hearts on their Iniquity. 
Vou ſee, from God's Indulgence to Cain, what 
little reaſon he had for his Uneaſineſs: All his na- 


tural and civil Privileges remain'd intire, and yet 


that does not remove his Wrath, or raiſe his 
Countenance; he is ſtil} gloomy and full of Re- 
ſentment. The Diſtinction that Abel had, tho it 


was in a ſpiritual manner, lies fretting and broil- 
ing in his mind; he cannot bear to ſee the Soul of 


another in a flouriſhing condition, tho himſelf 
was the only cauſe of ftarving his own, And it 
is this that leads on your Miſeries from the 
World; They contradict the very Pretences upon 
which their Saperitition is publiſh'd. - If they were 


incarneſt, the reaſon why we have ſo many Hely- 


days is to'fill up our time with more Religion, 


that we may imitate the Saints. whoſe Lives we 
are calld to remember. Therefore if tha is hat 


they 
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they aim at, we ſhould think that they would 
incourage the ſame Piety and Beneficence whereyer 
they ſee it, whether the Day is kept or no; be- 
cauſe the End is viſibly anſwer'd : but that they will 
not do; ſo far from it, that they hate and ridi- 
cule that very Seriouſneſs in a living Perſon, which 
they would be thought to celebrate in a dead one. 
Thus, Forms of Prayer are uot only printed, but 
eſtabliſh*d, ou purpoſe to promote the Duty ; that 
Men may be brought to their Knees, and have an 
aſſiſtance when they come there. Well, if they 
really mean honeſtly, they will eacourage praying, 


tho it be without a Form, and admire the Gift, 


16. 


21. 
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where no ſuch Helps are needful : but this is 
laugh'd at as Nonſenſe; it's raid at as Blaſphe- 
my. It ſhall be Schiſm; it ſhall paſs for nothin 

in the eſteem of Men: And, as they are reſoly' 
to load Chriſtianity with thick Clay, ſo the Favours 


they beſtow upon Worſhippers hath no regard to 


their Seriouſneſs but their Formality, they are to 
do it according to ſuch USAGES, or otherwiſe 
they had as good let it alone. Now is it not 
Plain from this, that their deſign is not to pro- 
mote the Duty but the Book? It is not Prayer it 
ſelf they are rewarding or aſſiſting, but a comple- 
ment paid to their own Inſufficiencies. It would be 


a good charitable Action, if any Man ſhould pro- 


vide a large number of Crutches for thoſe that 
might happen to need them; thus far it is well: 
But if that perſon ſnould reſolve, that no Mortal 
ſhall come into his houſe without them, inſtead 
of aſſiſting humane Nature, he reproaches it, and 
makes Lameneſs a Dignity by Law eſtabliſh'd. 

It is very evident, that there are great numbers 


As xiv, of People who exerciſe themſelves to have a Con- 


ſcience void of offence towards God, and towards Man: 


Tit. ii. 12. They live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly: in this pre- 
2 Cor. viii. ſent evil World : They provide things honeſt in the 7 
| | 0 
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of all Men; tho they dare not mingle in their De- 
votions ſome Inventions that others do: They 
hate the Garments that are ſpotted with the Fleſh : as Jude ver. 
many as walk by THIS RULE, peace be upon them Gi. Ip 
and upon the Iſrael of God. Yet for theſe right n 
Works they are envied of their Neighbours. Others 

cannot endure to ſee them ſo eaſy in their Tem- 

pers, ſo enlarg'd in their Duties, and that the Bleſ- 

ſing of God it upon their Tabernacles. There was 
ſomething that cut the Rulers to the Heart, when 

they ſaw the Boldneſs of Peter and John, and took Acts iy. 12. 
knowledge of them that they had been with Feſus. Sin- 

ners that never pray at all, or do it in a dull 

round of Words, cannot bear the Scorn that re- 

turns upon themſelves, when they obſerve the 
Carriage of thoſe that are more religious. Noah, Heb. xi. 7. 
by building the Ark, condemn'd the World. They 
hated him as one that made them look vile, This 
is the hard Caſe of good People. If they would 
drink, and ſwear, and live as without a God in the 
World, their fair Dealing, their good Temper, their 
great Knowledge ſhall be admir'd : But if there is 
any thing in their Converſation that ſhows a ſenſe 
of Eternity, it is not to be endur'd. *Tis from 
hence that all your Lampoons, and Riots, and your 
Anathema's come: the reaſon why you are given 
to Satan, is, becauſe you will not give your ſelves 
to him, and therefore others are ſo zealous, as to 
do it for you. Tho you leave them in the full 
poſſeſſion of their Honours, yet this praying in 
your Families, keeping the Sabbath as the Holy of the 
Lord, ſometimes rouzes a Conviction which they 
cannot bear. They go in the way of Cain; tho he 
was ſecure that no Religion in Abel would break 
in upon the Laws of Nature, yet his reſtleſs Pain 
continues, And, 

(.) He compleats his Wickedneſs in murder- 
ing an innocent Ferſon. Thus you ſee the firſt 
VVV human 
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human Blood that was ever ſned fell in Honour 
Wer Ition, Perſecution is the leading Crime 

at we read of after the Fall; the firſt Fruits of 
that root of - Bitterneſs, whereby we are all defil'd, 
"The Anſwer, that God had given Cain might bave 
ſatisfy'd him, and been his Direction for the time 
to come, eſpecially if that Interpretation of the 
Words is juſt which ſome very learned Men have 
given us. If thou doſt well, ſhalt thou not be accep- 


ted? aud if thou doſt not well, Sin lies at the Door:- 


. e. ſay they, the Sacrifice for Sin is before thee 
thou art to remember, as an Offender, the great 
Propitiation of which I have lately ſpoken, and 
bring thy next Offering with a regard to that. But 
inſtead of hearkening to this gracious Counſel, he 


follows one Wickedneſs with another, He hath 


no thoughts of making his Peace with God, or 
being content with a ſuperiority over his Brother; 
but takes him into the Field, and there aroſe and 
flew him. Oh miſerable effect of humane Inven- 
tions in the Worſhip of God! Is it this that Peo- 
ple get by leaving the expreſs Laws of Hea- 
meat = 2th | 

Perhaps Cain had no Murder in his view, when he 
firſt - brought his Offering unto the Lord. He 
thought by taking a way of his own to lay God un- 
der an Obligation. This fails, he fumes : firſt» he 
is ſwell'd with vain Imaginations, and then with 
furious Paſſion; and, like a Man that's got into a 
wrong way, every ſtep he takes ſets him farther 


off, He's impatient that his Brother ſhould keep 


ſo cloſe to the Inſtitution, and fare ſo well for it; 
and therefore, no leſs will ſerve him than ſhedding 
the Blood of that Diſſenter. So that here yon fee 
Perſecution in a lineal way. It begins with Will- 
worſhip, and it ends in Murder : as it proceeds 
from a want of Reverence to God, ſo it raſeth out 
all the Com paſſion that we ought to have for 
Men. - 4 We 
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We have no greater Examples of Rage than in 

thoſe that are angry at the miſcarriage of a Cere- 

mony. The diſpute about the time of Eaſter, made 

one half of the Chriſtian World excommunicate . 

the other. Thus it was in the laſt Age among our 

Fathers. Holy-Days, Faſts, and Feſtivals, that 

God never appointed, are to have a ſtrict Obſerva- 

tion; but the Lord's-Day is r by a Book 

of Sport}, that was order'd to be read upon 

it; and moſt ſevere Penalties followed thoſe who. 

would dare either to preach or hear Sermons in 

the Afternoon : ſo zealous are Men for their own 

Devotions, ſo indifferent towards God's! There 

were no Offices erected to protect the Lord's-Day 

from abuſe and contempt; but the crime of re- 

membring it was to be puniſt'd by the Courts of 

Star- Chamber, and High- Commiſſion: Ways as bar- 

barons to our Laws, as they are ſcandalous to the 

Goſpel. Neglecting Days of Man's appointing, 

and obſerving that of God's, drove vaſt Multitudes 

out of the Country, and ſent them, with the ut- 

moſt danger, into foreign Parts, in hopes of en- 

joying that Purity of the Goſpel among Heathens, 

which they could not have with Fellow-Chriſtians; 

and, had not the Lord at that time left us a ſmall 

Ren, the whole Glory had departed from Iſ- 

rael. > 

Perſecution is a crime, that ſeems too deep for 

human Nature ; tho it is-vile enough, yet we may 

ſuppoſe it would hardly go the length that it does 

without a Provocation, if, as the Apoſtle ſays, 

it was not ſet on fire of Hell, We have it aſcrib'd Jam. iii. 5. 

to certain infernal Springs: it is ſaid, that Cain 1 Job, Mm. 

was of that wicked one, and flew his Brother. As 12. 

Abel gave a Teſtimony to his belief, that the Seed 

of the Woman FR break the Serpent's Head; ſo 

Cain begun to fulfil the other part of the Prediction, 

« That the Serpent ſhould bruiſe his Heel. Thus you — 
6:4 D the 
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the firſt Original of that Spirit, that rageth againſt 
the Duty and Bleſſing of this Day; who it is that 
lead them the way to deſpiſe God's Appointments, 
to eavy and murder his People, As a tranſition 
from this Precedent to another, ſuffer me to re- 


turn upon what you have heard, with a few Heads 
of Application. 

1. You here ſee from what vile Antiquity, all 
the Maxims of Superſtition and Perſecution are ta- 
ken. Tis a poor flouriſh of the Papiſts, when 


they talk of the long-ſtanding of their Church. 


Ezek. xxiii. 
43. 


I'm afraid it's very antient in moſt of its Abomina- 
tions; and it's like another Church, that, without 
all doubt, had a divine Original; but he that form'd 
it had no mercy on it, for we read what he ſays to 


her that was old in Adulteries, If that's all that they 


have to ſnow, they may give Murder and Treache- 
ry the preference. Indeed, there is a lineal Suc- 
ceſſion that belongs to them, and all thoſe who fall 
in with their cruel Meaſures, and that is of Vanity 


in the Worſhip of God, and Barbarity to ſuch as 


differ from them, and this may be uninterrupted for 
ought I know. Im afraid there never was any Age 
without ſome, who would pretend to make Laws 
for Chriſt, and Racks for his People. God looks upon 
this guilt as a continu'd thing; for, ſays our Lord, 
The Blood of all the Prophets which was ſhed from the 
Foundation of the World, from the Blood of Abel to the 
Blood of Zacharias, who periſhed between the Altar 
and the Temple, ſhall be required of this Generation. 

Thus charg'd and loaded did God find his owh | * 
People, and therefore deſtroy'd that Temple 


that had been the Seat of Vanity, and the 


' __ Skreen of Murders. And to this ſad Intail does 


Rey. xviii. 
24. 


another Church ſucceed, as we are told, that in 


her was found the Blood of the Prophets and Saints, 
and of all that were ſlain upon Earth. And is it from 
theſe that we pretend to derive an Authority? Tis 
= Foy 
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pity we ſhould. talk at this rate. Whether there 


hath been any Interruption to the train of our Or- 
dinations from the times of Popery to this Day, I 
know not; but if there hath, 1 ſhould think it the 
happier Caſe, that God ſeems to begin again, and 


23 


roul away the Reproach that for ſeveral Ages hath 


been left upon the Miniſtry. 

2. This calls us to a diſtance from them; Come 
out from among them, and touch no unclean thing. We 
would have healed Babylon, and ſhe is not healed; let 
us flee from her, leſt we be partakers of her Plagues, 
This is the Voice both of the Old and New Teſta- 
ment, and ſuited to the Caſe both of the Old and 
New Babylon: And it's what we may eaſily deduce 


from the Story of Cain. He himſelf was ſeparate 


\ * 


from the Face of the Earth, but his Poſterity ſlid in- 
to a vaſt Acquaintance with thoſe who ought' to 


— 


have valued their Diſtinction at a higher rate. The 


Sons of God that deſcended from Seth, came to the 
Daughters of Men, and made a heedleſs choice of 
Wives, till the whole Earth was corrupt, and fill d with 
Violence; and then, ſays God, when Profeſſors and 
Profane were confounded together, the end of all 
Fleſh is come before me. Theſe unguarded Jumbles 
brought 4 Flood upon the World of the ungodly; and 
this ſtands upon Record, to the inteat that we 


ſhould not luſt after evil Things, 'as they alſo luſted. 


Be not deceived, ſays the Apoſtle, evil Communica- 


2 Cor. vi, 


17, 
Jer. li. 9. 


Gen. vi. 2. 
35 13. 


1 Cor. xy. 


tions corrupt good Manners. Religion uſually loſeth 33. 


„ by thoſe Ventures. We have had three Popiſh 


Matches in the laſt Age, every one of which 
brought a Train of Sorrows, firſt to the Nation, 
and then to the Princes who were thus unequally 
yoked, To the Bigotry of a Wife did one fall a 
Martyr, and another a Fugitive: As if the Re- 
ſentment of Providence would take aim at thoſe 
who dare to diſobey ſo plain a Law. Tis no 


wonder after this Confuſion, that Civil Wars, 


D 2 | publick 
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publick Maſſacres, private Aſſaſſinations, and all 
the Arrows of Death fly abroad; *till the Juſtice 
of God ſtirs up the Juſtice of Men, and makes 
Sion looſe the Bands from her Neck. 

'Tis thus we have found Religion worm'd 
out of Families: Men, whoſe Fathers fear'd the 
Lord, and walked in his Ways, make a Sacrifice of 


all that to the Indolence, or the Enmity of a Wife 


and ſo revive the Guilt of Judas to ſell their Sa- 


viour over again for ſome pieces of Silver. Tis 


2 Cor. vi. 
14, 15. 


8289 


j 
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upon this very head that the Apoſtle's Argument 
runs, What Communion hath Light with Darkneſs, 
and Chriſt with Belial, the Temple of God with Idols, 
or be that believes with an Infidel 2? Whilit Cain kept 
building and muddling himſelf with the Cares of 
the World, there's no harm done to the pious 
Race, When Enos the Son of Seth was born, 


Gen. iy. ult. then began Men to call upen the Name of the Lord: 


They form'd a full Separation from the curſed Fa- 
mily that were under an 1atail of Blood ; but when 
theſe Bars were broke, it let in a Flood of Wick- 
edneſs, and. that a Flood of Water. 

3. Let us obſerve how the Hand of God hath 
gone out againſt the Authors of theſe Immoralities, 
Cain indeed was cover'd from a capital Stroke; 
The Lord ſet a mark upon him, leſt any one that found 
him ſhould ſlay him. And he's the only Perſon 
that ovght to have been fo protected; for we 


Gen. it. 6. have a Law that accepts not the Perſon of Princes, 


Nu. XXXV. 


33s 


Pr Ov. 


nor regards the Rich any more than the Poor : he that 
Jheds Man's Blood, by Man ſhall his Blood be ſhed, 
A Monarch that is not above the Guilt, is not a- 
bove the Puniſhment, Blood defiles the Land ; and 
nothing can cleanſe it of the Blood of him that's ſlain, 
but the Blood of him that ſlew him. Solomon, who 
knew as much as any one the peculiar Treaſure of 
Kings, lays it down without a limitation; He 


viii. 17. haf does Violence to the Blood of a Perſon, let him flee 
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to the Pit, and let no man ſtay him. And leſt we 
ſhould think that Thrones carry'd their exception 


to this Fate, he tells us in the ſame Context, As 4 Ver. 15. 


roaring Lion and à rang ing Bear, ſo i a witked Ruler 
over a poor People. Till Cain had a divine guard, 
he's under a fear that every one who found him 
would ſlay him: he imagin'd there was ſomething 
in bis Crime, that would touch the Rage of all that 
heard it; and fo it would, for as God ſays, The 
Earth cries againſt thee, which bath open d ber mouth 
to receive thy Brother's Blood at thy hand, There is 
a Voice in the ſilent parts of Nature againſt a Mur- 
derer. God himſelf will make inqusſition for Blood, 
and hath told us, in the day of Sion's Deliverance, 


that the Earth ſhall diſcloſe her Blood, and ſhall no Iſa. vi. 


more cover her Slam. 1 21, 
Where the Guilt of the Jriſh Maſſacre, the 
greateſt Wickedneſs that bath beea committed 
this hundred Years, and the main Scandal of Forty 
One, is to be charg'd; by whoſe Contrivance Two 
Hundred and Sixty Four Thouſand were kill'd, is to 
moſt People a Secret: The Heaven for height, and 
the Earth for depth, and the Heart of Kings is un- 
ſearchable. But it's eaſy to ſee, that our God will 
not be mocked. Captivity, Beggary, and Death 
came {weeping among the Party, to fulfil the Ven- 
geance of the Lord, even the Vengeance of his Tem- 
ple. To whom thoſe various Murders in the two 
next Reigns were owing, of ſome by \Ruffians, of 
others by Furies, we cannot tell at large: but Pro- 
videace follow'd the Crime of Cain with ſomes« 
thing of his Fate, making the Man that did it 4 
Fugitive and V, agabond in the Earth; Carrying the 
Mark of an empty State in his Forehead, and 
branded with the Majeſty that protected him. 
To the ſeveral Ingredients of Cain's Temper, Cow- 


ardice, Deſpair, aud unrelenting Cruelty, do we 


owe the Mercy of this Day. The Hand of God 
ue | x hath 
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| hath beeneminently ſeen in taking to pieces the 
whole Myſtery of * that was the Labour of 


Prieſts, and the Luſt of Kings. He hath rurr'd 
their Counſel upſide down, and ſhatter'd in a moment 

what they had been rearing up for ſome Apes, 
4. Let us admire the Goodneſs of God, that 
hath ſuffer d their Cruelty to go ſuch great lengths, 
| and yet prevented it of making a full end. Surely 
Pal. bexvi. the Wrath of Man ſhall praiſe thee, and the remain- 
10. der of that Wrath ſhalt thou reſtrain. He hath 
Gen, ii. raiſed himſelf another Seed, inſtead of Abel whom 
Cain flew. What Swarms of learned and ſerious 
Perſons were driven abroad in the time of King 
James and Charles the Firſt ? That Family al- 
woas began their Reign with Perſecution in ſome 
degree or other; either in Acts of Uniformity, or 
Acts to prevent Occaſional Conformity: ſo that, 
long before this time, they had promiſed them- 
ſelves that the Nation would neither have Law 
nor Goſpel, but as the Court was pleas'd to give 
them. And yet, after ſo many Maſſacres and 
Murders, when we thought our Champions and 
our Cauſe had breath'd their laſt together, Judg- 
ment bath return d to Righteouſneſs. Tho the Rem- 
nant of the Houſe of David hath been poor and 
Iſa. xxxvi. few, yet they have taken root downwards, ' and 
31232 brought forth fruit upwards ; it was the Zeal of the 
Lord of Hoſts that did this, In Ireland we have the 
beſt Remains of Proteſtant Courage, where there 
hath been the greateſt Expence of Proteſtant 
Blood. God hath taken away from Perſecution 
its waſting Quality : The Buſh hath burnt, and not 
been conſumed. Nay, in France it ſelf, which fo 
. lately. was in enmity with al Truth, Evangelical, 
Political, and Moral, God is raiſing up 4 Seed to 
ſerve him, and ſuch as may be accounted to the Lord 
Ifa, xxvii- for 4 Generation. Indeed the Children are come to 
2>4% the. birth, but there is not ſtrength to bring forth; 
1:7 af * wheres 
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where fore liſt up your Prayer for the Remnant that is 


2 


left : plead with him that Promiſe, Shall 1 bring ch. . gt 


to the birth, and not cauſe to bring forth, ſaith the 


Lord? ”Tis a mercy that the Doctrine of the Gal- 


leys is got into the Court, and there are ſo many 


Witneſſes to that Truth in the Chair, which o- 
'thers have confeſs'd upon the Rack. As for thoſe 


who diſcourage this Work among our ſelves, and 
are unwilling that any ſhould take the Goſpel, 
without a regard to human Eſtabliſhments, they 
are gone in the way of Cain. This is the firſt of 
thoſe Precedents that my Text lays before you, of 
a haughty perſecuring Spirit, and che ſecond is like 


unto it. 


II. It is alſo ſaid, that they run greedily after the 
Error of Balaam for 4 Reward, Where you ſee, 
firſt, their Pattern; ſecondly, their Spirit; and, 


thirdly, their Motive, Their Pattern is the Er- 


ror of Balaam; not merely his Cunning, his Learn- 


ing, and great Fame in the World, for theſe were 
above their imitation; but the Error, the groſs 
and fooliſh part of his Life. As to their Temper 


of Mind, they ran greedily, as if they knew no 
bounds or moderation; but the Motive that they 
do it upon clears up all that, it is for a Reward. 
Balaam's Crime conſiſted of two things : Firſt, 


his Attempt to curſe Iſrael; and ſecondly, his 


Device to pollute them. 
(1.) Balaam's Attempt to curſe the People of 
God was his Error. Under this Head 1 will ſhew. 
you. : -. | 38 Tl 
1. What his Methods were, 
2. His running greedily into 'em. | | 
3. The Reward that he and his lineal Suc- 
ceſſors do it in proſpect of. 


N 


1. There are ſeveral things that ſhow how _, 
wrong he judg'd in his Deſign of curſing tal. \ 3 8 
1 | W | . 
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which are but too like the Practice of thoſe, who 
are always acting againſt our Government and Li- 
berties, You may take the following Particulars 
both as the Monuments of his Wickedneſs, and 
the Patterns of theirs. | 1 
1ſt, His ſeeking to Enchantments. | 
- 2aly, His varying the Forms and Places of Ope- 
ration, REN 

3aly, His fancying that God might be won into 
the Cauſe by thoſe Arts of Sorcery. _ 

1ſt, The Way that he took was an Error, in 
making uſe of Enchantments, How far that 
was really an Art, and what leave God might 
give to the Succeſs of that Study, we cannot tell. 
It ſeems as if a great deal of. the Learning of 
Egypt conſiſted in it. But if it was fo, here's a 
Caſe above the reach of thoſe Sciences. There's 


Rom. xi. nothing in them to guide the Gifts and Calling of 


God, that are without repentance. Shall his Favour 
to a People, which is laid in a Decree, be diſſolv'd 
in a Charm? No, whatever might be done elſe- 


| | Numaxxiii, where, there was no Divination apainſt Jacob, nor 


Enchantment againſt Iſrael. Suppoſing that the 
Art had ſome influence on lower matters, can it 
give rules to Infinite Perfection? No, he makes 
the Diviners mad, and their Counſel fooliſh. | 

And are thoſe Meaſures any better than Conju- 
ring that Popery leads us into, for the Succeſs of 
a Cauſe? There muſt be Proceſſions, which is car- 
rying aronnd the ſtreets the Image of a Saint, or 
the ſuppos'd Body of Chriſt ; as if it was not 
enough to crucify him afreſh, unleſs. they put bim to 
open ſhame. And this is to procure his Favour, 
who has told us that their Stock is a Dottrine of Va- 
nity. How much better are the Directions that he 


N Joel ii. 13, has given us, to weep between the Porch and the Al- 


|  Zephs ü. 3. furn unto the Lerd; to ſeek Mreſneſi, and to ſeek 


tar, to rend our Hearts and not our Garments, and 


ine 
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' Righteouſneſs, that we may be hid in the day of the 


Lord's Anger; to give our Bread to the Hungry, and 1fa. vii. 


then ſhall our Light riſe in Obſcurity, and our Darks 7 10. 


neſs be as the Noon-day ? What a piece of Fop- 
pery have we had upon the Victory aver the Turks, 
a year ago? Firſt, the Pope, after inquiry in 
Heaven, finds it was beſtow'd at the Interceſſion of 
the Illuſtrious Mother of God. A Story from the 
Turks themſelves would really have been better 
told about the Interceſſion of Mabomet, becauſe 
then we ſhould have known that the Sex was right. 
After this he ſends 4 conſecrated Hat to the Victo- 
rious Prince who headed the Imperial Army. This, 


he tells him, was replete with Heavenly Yirtues: 
But if there was not a Heavenly Virtue . of ano- 


ther ſort, his Head had been but poorly cover d in 
the Day of Battel. Thus the Methods they took in 
England wanted nothing of Witchcraft but the 
Cunning. There was a Prince to be ſome way or 
other procur'd ; and tho now they talk of it as a 
common Birth, yet at that time they would ſuffer 
it to paſs for no leſs than a Miracle. It was uſual, 
for *em then to aſcribe it to a Royal Preſent that 
went to Loretto, and a little Church- Bawble that came 
from it, By theſe Stories was the Nation to be 


cured of a ſpreading Jealouſy. The Poems, Ad- 


dreſſes, and the Sermons of that Day declare the 
intemperate Confidence of the Party. Thus gree- 
dily have they run after the Error of Balaa for 
a Reward, We may with the more Contempt 
reflect upon thoſe aſſuming ways, ſince the late 
Mercy that God has given us of a young Prince in 


the Royal Family; where there was no Turn to 


ſerve a Birth, aud no Birth to ſerve a Turn. 

2dly, Balaam vary'd the Forms and Places of 

his Eachaatments, Firſt he goes to God in pri- 

vate; then, when he comes to Balak, he muſt have 

ſeven Bullocks and ſeven. Rams, The King is to 
E 


ſtand © 
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ſtand by, his Burm-Offering, whilſt the Actor goes 
to meer the Lord yonder. This Mountain will not 
do, and therefore he takes another. And yet the 
Anſwer is always the ſame; for God & not a Man 
that he ſhould lye, nor the Son of Man that he ſhould 
repent. He had received a Commandment to bleſs, 
and could not reverſe it. Now the Duty we comply 
with in order to a Bleſſing, is eaſy and unentan- 
gled. If God hedges up our way with Thorns, that 
we cannot find our Paths, we ſhould lay aſide the Re- 
ſolution, from an opinioa that it is wrong. Bur, 

34ly, With theſe things Balaam fancy'd that he 


could prevail upon the Great God. He took true 


pains for his Wages; till, at laſt, he's quite wea- 


Num.xxiv. ry'd out: When he ſaw that it pleaſed the Lord to 


Is 


bleſs Iſrael, he ſought no more for Enchantments. 
This indeed is what the Enemies of our Religion 
are not yet come to, They ſtill imagine ſome mſ- 
chief may be done; as if they were of Bala mind; 
Fl ſhow thee the uttermoſt part of the People, perad- 
venture it may pleaſe the Lord thou mayſt curſe me 
them from thence, They will run into tmall Villa- 
nies rather than ſtick out; bat how vile an opinion 
muſt they have of the Great God, to ſuppole that 
he has any pleaſure in Fools? That you will ſee 
from the next Head: For, 4 
2. They ran greedily after this Error of Balaam. 

He himſelf did fo : he acted againſt all the Oppoſi- 
tioa of Providence, as if he thought to have 
brought God himſelf to Non- Reſiſtance. Firſt, 
he is expreſly order'd not to go at all, becauſe the 
People were bleſſed. This he ſubmits to, and talks 
like one in earneſt, when he ſays, If Balak would 

ive me his houſe-full of Silver and Gold, J cannot go 
| py the Word of the Lord, If all that would not 
fetch him, the Princes who came upon the Errand 
might truly think there was ſomething in the way. 
Secondly, another Meſſage makes him try _ 
2 | 3 1 | nen 


; 
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Then he is indulg'd in going, but his Tongue is 
under a guard. The Man, you ſee, was ſo hot in 


the purſuit of his Wages, that go he wil, tho he 


knows beforehand he ſhall ſay nothing to the pur- 
poſe. And, Thirdly, I ſuppoſe he catch'd at the 
firſt word of leave, becauſe the Angel of the Lord 
reſented his going, and ſought to kill him by the way. 
And, Fourthly, the Scripture has obſerv'd, that 


the dumb Aſs ſpeaking with Man's Foice, forbad the 2 Pet, 5 | 
madneſs of the Prophet. And, Fifthly, 7 all 16. 


this, he miſcarries in ſeveral Attempts:* tho- 
rowly did he follow ehe Wages of Unrighteouſneſs. 
Through all theſe Impediments, that have been 


caſt up by the Hand of God, has the Enemy pur- 


ſued the Deſolation of our Country. No Warn- 
ings of Providence, no Were gente of a Plot, 
no Defeats of Armies, have drain'd the rebellious 


Temper. This is not from any Greatneſs of Cou- 


rage; for, upon oppoſition, they are always as 


ready to quit the Cauſe as they are to take it. 


But they act in Politicks as they do in Divinity; 
being given up to ſtrong Deluſions, they believe a Lye, 
that they all may be damned. One would imagine 
by the Teſtimony of Scripture, and the Sufferings 
of their poor unthinking Mob, in the Streets and 
at the Gallows, that God had given them Inſtruc- 
tion with as much variety as he did Balaam, both 
by the Voice of Angels, and the Groans of Aſſes. 


3. That which makes 'em follow theſe Errors 


ſo greedily, is the Reward : Not that which Mo- 
ſes had reſpect to, but they hope to be paid for do- 


ing ill. As it is ſaid of Balaam, He loved the Ma- 2 Pet. il, 
righteouſneſs. An Heart they have exerciſed 14, 15. 


with covetom Practices, curſed Children, who have 
Forſaken the right way, and are gone aſtray. But in 
that he was miſtaken, and fo ſhall they be; as I 
will ſhew you, by conſidering his ſeveral Expecta- 
tions, | % 
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1 One thing that he look'd for, was the King's 


additional Favour, who was able f promote him to 


Honour. Tho, if he could be ſo eminent, it was 


pity it ſhould riſe upon the Ruin of a People, who 
had done him no harm. This was a vile Return 
for all the Learning and Fame that God had given 


him, to involve a Multitude, of eighteen hundred 
thouſand, in a Deluge of Miſery, merely for the 


_ ſwelling of his Eſtate, and the brightning of his 


Nam But this was che Error of Balaam. All his 


Schemes of Vanity are blaſted : The Lord put 4 


word into bis mouth, and made him ſay things that 


were quite out of faſhion : Inſomuch that Balak 
tells him plainly, Heaven had ſpoiFd him for a 
Favourite: Lo! I thought to have promoted thee to 
Honour, but the Lord has kept thee bath from Honour. 


Thus have we ſeen the Enemies of our righ- 


teous Cauſe become the Sport of an awful Provi- 
dence; toſs'd up into Places, on purpoſe to be 


Plal. bexiii, tumbled down again. As a Dream when one awakes, 


20, 


' fo, O Lord, when thou awakeſt, thou ſhalt deſpiſe their 
Image. They are follow'd by the ſame Crouds in 


Proſperity and Adverſity, who are cringing one 


week, and inſulting the next. Sometimes he ex- 
' Poſes a Piece of Stage-Pageantry; takes an aukard + 
Figure of Nobility for a Sample how ridiculous 
the Spirit of Ambition is; lets Rim walk in a 


Job xxvii.. Vain ſhew, till Men clap their hands at him, and hiſs 


23. 


him out of his place. That Maxim will controul all 


the Patents, Policies, and Combinations in the 


World; Thoſe that honour me I will honour, and they 


that deſpiſe me ſpall be lightly eſteem'd of me. Ha- 


man, whom the King had already ſet above the 
Princes, was in pain to be ſtill higher; but Provi- 
dence, gives him his fill of Advancement upon a 


Gallows. of fifty Cubits. l ry Se 
2. Perhaps he thought the Succeſs of his Deſign 

a part of the Reward, becauſe this would fix the 
_— | Fame 
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Fame with which he was always ſpoke of: J oe 
that he whom thou bleſſeſt is bleſſed, and he whom thou 

curſeſt is curſed, There's a pleaſure that wicked 
Men have in Cruelty ; They pant after the Duſt of Amos ü.. 
the Earth on the head of the Poor, If he could bave 
breath'd a Deſolation upon Iſrael, he had done the 
work for Satan all at once, and might have been 
proclaim'd as chief Miniſter of State to the Grear 
Deſtroyer. But this was his Error, and ſo he 
found it: The Lord our God turn'd the Curſe into aNehxiit. Þ 
Bleſſing. 

And the ſame Controul has the Malice of our 
Enemies come under. They thought to have de- Pal. xi. 
ſtroy d the Foundations, and then what could the Righ- 
teous do? But the Lord à in his boly Temple; the 
Lord's Throne is in the Heavens; his Eyes behold, his 
Eye-lids try the Children of Men. The Loyd tries 
the Righteous ;, but the Wicked, and him that loves vio- 
lence, his Soul hates. He has inverted all their Po- 

- licy, and turn'd their way upſide down. By dri- 
. ving ſo furiouſly, they came the ſooner to the end 
of their Chain. 1 may obſerve under this Head, 
That the late Laws which advanc'd ſo far into a 
ſcandalous Perſecution, have had this effect, to diſ- 
cover what theſe Men have always meant by their 
Cry for the Church, The main Schiſm they were for | 
preventing, was in a Succeſſion to the Crown; and 
Therefore the Enemy expected from the /ame Per- 
ſons, that they ſhould bring their Bills into Parlia» 
ment, and their Forces into the Field. And in- 
deed their Courage is as remarkable as their Wiſe 
dom. Such as extended that Law to Ireland, have 
by the Voice of the Nation been declared Traitor: 
to their Country, and Enemies to the Proteſtant 
Religion. And had we been wiſe enough to under- 
ſtand the things that belong to our peace, we migbt 
have had an happy Improvement of the late Trou- 
bles, and turn'd the Curſe into a Bleſſing. * 
8 e 
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Ila. xxvi. the Prophet complains, We have been in pain, we 
18. have as it were brought forth Wind; we have not 
wrought any Deliverance in the Earth, neither have 

the Inhabitants of the World fallen. 
Who they are that have done the Work of the 
Lord deceitfully, and ſpoil'd a Cauſe that he has 
made glorious; by what Means the Enemies of 
our Country are let looſe, and the hearty Friends 
; of it kept in their Bonds; is under the Animad- 
P Pfal. xii. g. ver ſion of a wiſe Providence. And when they who 
have turn d aſide after their crooked Way, are led forth 
with the workers of Iniquity, when their Lives go for 
| ſuch as they have ſpared, whom God appointed out for 
| Zephi, 9. Deſtruction, then ſhali Peace be upon Iſrael. He 
Z will puniſh all them that leap on the Threſhold, and fill 
their Maſters Houſes with Deceit and Violence. Here 
was an Opportunity to make the Government we 
are under ſecure to it ſelf, aud glorious to all the 
World, by ſtrengthning the Hands of the King 
who rules over us; that, according to his Inclina- 
2 Sam. tions, he may be juſt, ruling in the fear of God. 
xiii. 3, 4. Then he ſhall be as the Light of the Morning, when 
the Sun riſes, even a Morning without Clouds; as the 
tender Graſs ſpringing out of the Earth, by a clear 
Ver. 6, 9. ſhining after Rain, But the Sons of Belial are all of 
em as Thorns thruſt away: They will come into no 
Meaſures, they cannot be taken with hands; but the 
Man that ſhall touch em muſt be fenced with Iron, and 
the Staff of a Spear, and they ſhall be utterly burnt 
wit h Fire in the ſame place, Which leads me to the 
laſt Error of Balaam, upon the Head of his Re- 

wald. 7 99 727 
3. He, at leaſt, thought himſelf ſecure from 
any Puniſhment; and therefore, when he had gone 
as far as he could towards doing the Miſchief, he 
cunningly retires out of harms-way: He went to 
his place. But, in that he is miſtaken, for a ſecret 


Vengeance follows him, that will not ſuffer 17 to 
79111 live. 
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live. A publick Enemy to Religion, and the Rights 
of Mankind, does not find it fo eaſy to eſcape. Y 
There is a Judge in the Earth who will render a Re- Pi. xciv, 1. } 
ward unto the proud. The Lord God of Recompences 
will ſurely requite. Tho band joins in band, the 
Wicked ſhall not be unpuniſh'd, You ſee what a Re- 
ſentment he had of the Ways that were taken a- 
gainſt his People; he orders the Children of Hrael 
to vex the Midianites, and ſmite em: And one of 
the laſt Things that Moſes did, was to avenge the 
Lord of Midian. And in theſe Executions it is 
obſerv'd, that Balaam rhe Son of Beor they ſlew with Num. xxx, 
the Sword. And, as if this ought never to be for- 8s. 
got, it is repeated in another Hiſtory, Thus lit- Joſh. x.. 
tle did he ſucceed in curſing of Iſrael. However, ** 
God would have the Deſign remember'd for two 
Reaſons. Firſt, as a Direction to their perpetual 
N over thoſe People, whoſe Predeceſſors had 

en ſo wicked. They read in the Book of Moſes, eh. xi. 
and therein was found written, that the Ammonite 1, 2. 
and the Moabite ſhould not come info the Congrega- 
tion of the Lord for ever; becauſe they mer not the 
Children of Iſrael with Bread and with Water, but 
hir d Balaam againſt em that he fhould curſe em. 

And, Secondly, this was to be a Monument of | 
God's Favour to 'em: O, my People, remember what Mic. vi. 3. 
Balak the King of Moab did, and what Balaam the E 
Son of Beor anſwer'd him, from Shittim to Gilgal, that 
ye may know the Righteouſneſs of the Lord. But, 

(2.) He had more Succeſs in defiling of 1/rgel: 
He laid the Snares of their Debauchery, and that 
led 'em to the Idols of Moab. Superſtition' is 
oftentimes call'd Fornication in Scripture, . becauſe 
one of theſe Vices have a natural lafluence on the J 
other, The People began to commit Whoredom with Num. xxx. 
the Daughters of Moab, and they call d em to the Sa- 1, 2. 
crifice of their Gods; and they did cat and bow down 
fo their Gods, and Iſrael join'd himſelf unto Baal- 

| Peor. 
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Feor. This brought on a Plague which was not 
to be head, till the Heads of the Men were hang d 
up before the Lord againft the Sun; and the very 
es were to ſlay every one his Men, And pet, 
to ſuch an Impudence had this Wickedneſs grown, 
That whilſt the Congregation were weeping before the 
Lord, a Prince of Ijrael confronts em with a 
Moabitiſh Woman in the ſight of the whole Aſſem- 
bly. This carries Phineas into a noble Extrava- 
gance, a Juſtice that waited for no Forms: He took 
| 4 Javelin in bis hand, and ſtabb'd 'em both. We 
} 2 xxx. are told from whom the Infection came; that the 
3 Women of Moab cau d the Children of Iſrael to tre- 
3 ' Paſs againſt the Lord in the matter of Peor. 

Tis thus, that Enemies have done our Country 
more harm, than by all their Plots, and Proceſ- 
ſions, and Battles. For the laſt Fifty-ſeven Tears 
they have ſpread Debauchery through the Nation : 
Becauſe of ſwearing the Land mourns, lt is alſo full 
of Adulterers, no place is clean, but 4 ſhameful 
ſpewing upon all our Glory. There are a Set of Men 
who never inſinuate themſelves into the Favour of 
Kings and Queens for any other end, than to pol- 
lute the Ordinances of God, and violate the Rights 
of human Nature : And when Princes are too wiſe 
and good to be the Tools of Church- Tyranny, 
theſe are the Order that deſpiſe Dominion, and ſpeak 
evil of Dignities, This was long ago a Crime in 
the Chriſtian Church. Thou haſt there with thee 
thoſe that hold the Doctrine of Balaam, who taught 
Balak ro caſt a ſtumbling-block before the Children of 
Iſrael, to eat things ſacrific'd to Idols, and to commit 
Fornication. And, is it by theſe Immoralities that 


their Cauſe ſhall proſper ? O my Soul! come not thou 
into their ſecret. They have run after the Error of 


*.* Balaam for a Reward, 


þ Rey. ii. 14. 


The Primitive Tories, 


III. They periſhed in the Gainſaying of Corah. The 


Crime of that Man, and his Faction, you'll find 
in thèſe five Things. 

1. He rebelled in Defence of Hereditary Right, 
for Dathan and Abiram were the Sons of Reuben the 
firſt- born of Jacob. Corah was own Couſin to 
Moſes, and therefore thought he might be equal in 
Dignity, as he was in Blood. | 

2, Their Wickedneſs conſiſted in an Oppoſition 
to a divine Appointment. They would not allow 
the Man whom God himſelf had choſen ; tho in 
that they talk with more Modeſty than the Prieſts 
that guided our Rebellion: They pleaded that 
Moſes and Aaron took too much upon them, ſaying, 
Al the Congregation are holy; but we are told by 
their Writers, that the People are no better than 
Beaſts, made to be rid, and they ſhall be rid : Tho 
if they try to do this again, they muſt learn to ſit 
a little faſter than they have done, for otherways 
the Rider may a ſecond time fall backwards. 

3. In this Mutiny they make a noiſe of Grie- 
vances without a Cauſe. Firſt, they blaſpheme 
the Revolution that God had wrought amohg 


them. Us it a ſmall thing that thou haſt brought us 


out of a Land flowing with Milk and Honey, to kill us in 


the Wilderneſs? tho he had brought em out of no 


Land but where they were Slaves, and from 


whence their daily Cries and Groans went up to 
Heaven for Deliverance. But 6 eaſy it is for 


Men to forget their Sorrows when they are over, 


and deſpiſe the Mercy they live upon, when their 


Luſt is going out for ſomething elſe, Secondly, 
They reproach him with what themſelves were 


the cauſe of, Thou haſt not brought us into a Land 


that flows with Milk and Honey, or given us Inheri- 


tance of Fields and Vineyards, They knew this was 
* E 


owing 
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owing to the Cowardice of the Spies, and the Un- 
belief of the Congregation, of whom God ſware 
in bis Wrath that they ſhould not enter into his Reſt. 
But it's one of the Arts of a Malecontent to 
blame Effects without minding the Cauſe; like 
thoſe among us, who firſt raiſe Rebellions, and 
then complain of Armies and Taxes. Our So- 
vereign can ſay, as Moſes did, I have not taken one 
Aſs from them, neither have 1 hurt one of them. 
This will be a Vindication of his Memory to every 
honeſt Man, tho it was an Argument thrown 
away upon a People that had no occaſion for think- 
ing or bluſhing, | Oe. 

4- They ſpread the. Diſcontent as far as they 
could. And tho by raiſing this War, and inga- 
ging one Number to fight againſt another, they 
did but run the hazard of a general Deſolation, 
that the Name of Iſrael ſhould be no more in remem- 
brance; yet they'l venture that in purſuit of their 
own Ambition. There were two hundred and fifty 
Princes of the Aſſembly, famous in the Congrega- 
tion, and Men of renown, but it was all ſo much 
under the Influence of Prieſtcraft, that Moſes 
ſpeaks of it as the Guilt of a ſingle Perſon ; Shal 
one Man ſin, and wilt thou be wroth with all the Con- 
gregation? *Tis a vile Uſe of the Learning and 
Reputation that ſome Men have in mellowing of 
Words, ranging of Phraſes, ſoftning a Cadence, 
and bounding a Period, when they imploy it all 
to ſour the People, and weaken the Government 
that God hath eſtabliſh'd; In time he may let 
them kaow, in a way of Vengeance, that the 
Deceivers, and the Deceived, are his; for this 
Art upon which they value themſelves of ſpeal- 
ing ſmooth Things, will be no Protection from 
the Vengeance that's owing to the Deceit that's 
cover'd by them, : 

5- Their 


* | * 


The Primitive Tories, 
J. Their main Crime was an Oppoſition to te 


575 Saviour that ſhould come into the World. 
loſes and Aaron were each of them Types of him, \ 2 
upon which there's the greateſt weight laid in that 1 
Argument; Thou and thy Company are gather d to- V4 
gether againſt the Lord; and what is Aaron, that = 
ye murmur againſt him? Moſes acted with Signs 2 
and Miracles, he received for them a righteous 4 
Law; He was faithful in the Houſe, for a Teſtimony - 4 
of what ſhould be ſpoken after. And he verily ſaid, Heb. ii $$ 3 
a Prophet ſhall the Lord God of your Fathers raiſe up FS 
unto you of your Brethren, like unto me, And the | 
ſame may be affirm'd of Aaron; For no Man took Ch. V. 2» 
this Honour, but he that was calld of God as was 
Aaron; even ſo Chriſt glorify'd not himſelf to be made 
a High Prieſt, but he that ſaid unto him, Thou art my 
Son, this day have I begotten thee. It was this that 
made the Oppoſition ſo vile and fatal. And the 
ſame is carry'd on in our day, when Men tale coun- 
| fel tog ether againſt the Lord, and againſt his Chriſt ; 
they profane his Name, they alter the Nature of 
his Kingdom; they are uneaſy to be told that it 
3s not of this World; they turn his Glory into Shame, Pal. xl. 3 
they love Vanity, and ſeek after Lyes. This is the =_— 
Gainſaying of Corah, and in this they have periſhd, 5% 
i. e. they have got the worſt Marks of Danger, 
which looks very like a judicial Impenitency : 
They ſearch for Iniquity, and are harden'd againſt 
all daily Conviction, not unlike a Caſe chat we 
meet with, Morning by Morning the Lord brings his Habs iis y 
Judgment to light, but the Vnjuſt knows no ſhame. 

Now you may look upon theſe as gone; when 
Men have done with Truth and Modeſty, you 
may be ſure they have done with Grace. God 
hath removed from them the Guards of Fear and 
Conſcience, and in time he'll take away thoſe of 
Providence too: He whoſe Hatred is cover d by De- Prov. xewks 

| ceit, 26. | 
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